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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
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made to ensure legibility. 
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Journal #2 (1892-1894) 


This journal covers the period June 1892-July 1894, Monthly entries 
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recorded in the general ledger. The spine is stamped "Journal N°. 2. Edison 
Phonograph Works" and is labeled "June 12 1892 to Feby 28 1894." The book 
contains 480 numbered pages. 


Blank pages not filmed: 1, 180-480. 


This book has been filmed at a reduction ratio of 16:1. 
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Journal #3 (1894-1901) 


This journal covers the period June 1892-July 1894. Monthly entries 
provide information about transactions posted to various accounts and 
recorded in the general ledger. The spine is stamped "Journal N°. 3. E.P.W" 
and is labeled "March 1# 1894 to Jan 31# 1901." The book contains 401 
numbered pages. Many of the entries are written in faint green ink and may 
be difficult to read. 


Blank pages not filmed: 396-401. 


This book has been filmed at a reduction ratio of 16:1. 
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Profit and Loss Statements (1894-1899) 


These five loose sheets cover the period March 1894-March 1899. They 
provide summaries of the costs, sales revenues, and inventories at the end of 
accounting periods. The products covered include phonographs, Bates 
machines, wax, kinetoscopes, and motors. 
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NATIONAL PHONOGRAPH COMPANY RECORDS 





The National Phonograph Co. was organized in New Jersey on January E 
25, 1896. It was the Edison-controlled successor to the North American | 
Phonograph Co. At the first meeting of the board of directors on J anuary 28, 
1896, the company purchased Edison’s claims against the North American 
Phonograph Co. The founding directors resigned, and three Edison associates | 
were elected in their place: Walter S. Mallory, John F. Randolph, and William ar 
E. Gilmore. Mallory was also elected president, while Randolph was chosen A 
to be secretary and treasurer. Gilmore became general manager; in June 1899 
he succeeded Mallory as president. Within six months after the formation of 
the company, its profits were assigned to Edison in exchange for his technical 
improvements to the phonograph. In 1911 the National Phonograph Co. 
merged with several other Edison companies to become Thomas A. Edison, 
Inc. The records cover the period 1896-1911 and include minutes, 
correspondence, and financial materials. A finding aid is available at the 
Edison National Historic Site. 












The minute book, along with financial documents for the period 1896- 
1898, have been filmed. Related company correspondence can be found in the 
Document File. Among the items not filmed is a cash book for the period 
1896-1898. 


The documents appear on the microfilm in the following order: (1) 
Minute Book; (2) Journal; (3) General Ledger; (4) Profit and Loss Statements; 
(5) List of Molds and Catalog Numbers. 











Minute Book (1896-1910) 


This minute book covers the period January 1896-December 1910. 
Included are the minutes of directors’ and stockholders’ meetings, a copy of 
the certificate of organization (signed January 25, 1896), and the by-laws of the 
company as adopted at the first board of directors’ meeting on January 28, 
1896. The minutes cover the election and resignation of directors and officers, 
as well as agreements, contracts, and other relations with Edison, the Edison 
Phonograph Works, the Edison Phonograph Co., and the American 
Graphophone Co. Included also are entries relating to the company’s purchase 
in 1905 of property in Orange, New Jersey from the Edison Manufacturing 
Co.; litigation against the company and other Edison interests by regional 
phonograph companies; and threatened litigation involving the Pooley 
Furniture Co. (makers of Amberola cabinets) and the Victor Talking Machine 
Co. Also mentioned is the transfer of the company’s interest in patents to the 
New Jersey Patent Co. and Deutsche Edison Gesellschaft. The book contains 
143 numbered pages. The original minute book cannot be located. A 
photocopy has been microfilmed. 
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Minutes of a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Nate 


Edison, W. Orange, N. J., on Monday August 28th, 1905, at 10 otclock A. M, 


{ 
t 
| 
: ; no 
ional Phonograph Co., held in the Library, at the Laboratory of Thomas A. a 
, rs 
pursuant to the following call:- : 
: i 
WA svecial meeting will be held in the Edison Laboratory, corner Lake: | 


side Avenue & valley Road, West ‘Orange, N. J., on Monday August 28th, 1905, 
at ten o'clock in the morning. , ; Fes . : 
This special meeti ng is called ake the purpose of authorizing the. if 
General Auditor to countersign checks, and for transacting such other. 
business as may be presented to the Bourd of Directors for consideration 


at that time." | ° 





Present: - Messrs. W..H. Gilmore & J. P, Randolph. 
The President in the chair, Be 
The meeting was called to order at 10 o'clock. A, Dae 


Mr. Randolph presented ee following resolution:- 





“RESOLVED: - That Mr. A, Westee, General Auditor of the. Goniand: be, 
and hereby, is authorized until further notice to countersign checks ee 
on the funds of this Company. This authority shalt not cone ane with the | ee 
power | given other persons for the same PUREE. Mek 

Tais resolution being uly seconded was unanimously adopted. 


There being: no further business, “upon motion duly seconded, the meet-,~ 







gz adjourned. 
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NATIONAL PHONOGRAPH COMPANY — 


MINUTHS OF A SPECIAL MEBTING OF HR BOARD OR DIRMCTORS = | 
Held at the Laboratory of Thomas A, Edison, West Orange, 

N. J., Tune 23, 1906, at “10 o'clock A. M. Sica SY tage 

Present: Messrs. Gilmore, Randolph and Westee. 

The President in the Chair. 

The President stated that the neoting was called for the pure" 


pose of discussing the desirability ef transferring the pank ‘account 7 be’ 





of the ‘Poreign | Department, from the Bank of the Metropolis. to the oe 











National Shoe and Leather Banik, but for good and ‘certain. reasons i 
he had abandoned this idea and. suggested that - the Orange office | 
open. an account direct with the Pebropols tan. Emit Bank’ (shoe : 
& Lea ther Branch), ‘New York City, WoW : 2 
Mr. Randolph then offered the following resolution, which was | 
seconded by. Mr. Westee, and. having been “put by the Chairman was a od 


unanimously carri ed: 






- *RESOLVED Pees oe a, 
: that. the Metropolitan = Banke (Shoe & Leather 





‘Branch), 






New York City, Ne Yo be, and. the. ‘same hereby is: designated 







ORS a depository of. funds of this Corporation; that: all checks ‘drawn. 
“en ‘funds’ deposited in said Metropolitan = Bank (Shoe & 
‘Leather Branch) , 







New York city, Ne Yes shall be signed py. its: 


_‘Freasurer and, countersigned. by its President | or General Auditor. 





There being ‘no further vusiness, “upon notion, auly seconded, 
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Journal. (1896-1903) 


This journal covers the period January 1896-February 1903. 
Chronological entries provide information about transactions posted to various 
accounts and recorded in the general ledger. The book contains 601 numbered 
pages. The spine is stamped "Journal No. 1 Natl Phono Co" and is labeled "Jan 
1* 1896 to Feby 28" 1903." Many of the pages are written in faint green ink 
and may be difficult to read. ; 
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any part of this film is prohibited, . 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
_. items contained on. these. reels. 

-may be made ‘in n order to facilitate 

| research. 




















A Note on the Sources 


The pages which have been 
_ filmed are the best copies 
|... available. Every technical 
|, . effort possible has been | 
made to ensure legibility. 
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